Hyperkalemia induced failure of atrial and ventricular pacemaker capture.
Hyperkalemia is a life threatening metabolic condition. The common risk factors for hyperkalemia include renal insufficiency, use of angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors, potassium supplementation and excessive consumption of potassium containing diet. A mild to moderate increase in serum potassium causes an increase in myocardial excitability, but further increase leads to impaired myocardial responsiveness, including that to pacing stimulation. Hyperkalemia has been reported to cause failure of atrial capture due to pacemaker exit block. We report a case where hyperkalemia resulted in failure of both the atrial and the ventricular pacemaker capture.